 “Bevel Up: Drugs, Users, and Outreach Nursing (2007, 45 minutes)”  

Engaging people who use drugs in mainstream health care is not an easy task for healthcare providers and there are significant public health implications if health services do not reach or meet the needs of this population.  Very little Canadian material exists for teaching healthcare professionals and other service providers the attitudes, skills, techniques and strategies required for working with marginalized populations who use drugs and consequently are vulnerable to Hepatitis C and HIV infections.

Registered Nurses with the British Columbia Centre for Disease Control Street Nurse Program (BCCDC), based in Vancouver, Canada, work in HIV and sexually transmitted infection prevention using the principles of harm reduction.  Working with Canadian award winning filmmaker Nettie Wild (FIX, The Story of an Addicted City 2002) and the National Film Board we have produced an educational package for nursing students and nurses who work with active substance users.  

The educational package consists of a DVD and accompanying facilitator’s manual. The first section in the DVD is a 45 minute documentary that captures candid footage of street nurses in their work with drug using populations. The documentary portrays the issues and challenges inherent in providing outreach nursing care to actively addicted people who struggle with health concerns related to pregnancy, sex work, prohibition, homelessness and alienation from traditional healthcare. 

The second section of the DVD is an instructional version of the documentary that is divided into eight chapters. Each chapter has a drop-down menu presenting key teaching points and is supported by interviews with experts in the fields of addiction, pregnancy and substance use, mental health, acute care, sexuality and street youth. You will see nurses working in the streets, alleys and hotels of Vancouver’s poorest neighbourhoods. This DVD presents some of the challenges nurses face in their work and is intended to stimulate dialogue and reflection for those who do harm reduction work with drug using populations.. 
Please refer to our website www.bevelup.com for further information and sample footage of “Bevel Up; Drugs, Users and Outreach Nursing”

